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sistant packaging for a number of medicines and household chemicals. The
recent development of such packaging that is easier for adults to open will
mean more conscientious use of hazardous products and a decreased risk
of accidental poisoning.

This week and throughout the year, we must remember that small safety
measures—such as using child-resistant packaging correctly and keeping
harmful substances locked away from children—can save lives. And if a
poisoning occurs, a poison control center can offer emergency intervention.
By keeping these simple measures in mind, we can better protect our chil-
dren and make home safety a routine part of our daily lives.

To encourage the American people to learn more about the dangers of acci-
dental poisoning and to take preventive steps, the Congress, by Public Law
87–319 (75 Stat. 681), has authorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week of March of each year as ‘‘Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 17 through March 23, 1996,
as National Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week by participating in appropriate ceremonies, activities, and edu-
cational programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6872 of March 19, 1996

Women’s History Month, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

It is impossible to fully appreciate America’s proud history without rec-
ognizing the extraordinary contributions that women have made to our
country since its founding. Women’s History Month provides an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the countless women who have enriched our Nation and
to ensure that their achievements—in homes and businesses, schools and
hospitals, courtrooms and statehouses—will always be remembered.

We have come a long way since Abigail Adams asked her husband John
to ‘‘remember the ladies’’ when drafting the Constitution, and we recognize
that women not only have broadened and reshaped the path laid by our
Founding Fathers, but also have made new avenues toward progress and
justice. Female workers filled the textile mills that drove the Industrial
Revolution. Women like Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton fought tirelessly for suffrage and women’s rights. Jane
Addams founded America’s first settlement house for poor immigrants and
established social work as a new and respected field. And farm and mi-
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grant laborers across the country gained the leadership of Dolores Huerta
when she joined the newly created United Farm Workers Union.

Indeed, there is no aspect of our history left untouched by women—from
the first published American poet, Anne Bradstreet; to Sacajawea, Lewis
and Clark’s interpreter and guide; to Harriet Tubman, heroine of the Under-
ground Railroad; to Margaret Mead, who revolutionized the study of an-
thropology. Writers and artists such as Laura Ingalls Wilder, Mary Cassatt,
Beverly Sills, Amy Tan, and Martha Graham have captured our imagina-
tions. Champions like Wilma Rudolph and Bonnie Blair have taken Amer-
ica to great heights in the international sports world.

Today, women make up close to half of our Nation’s labor force, and
women-owned businesses are changing the face of the American and global
economies. But barriers to equality remain. Despite the efforts of women
like Esther Peterson, a leader in the effort to end gender-based salary dif-
ferences, many women are still paid considerably less than their male
counterparts. Often these women also struggle with the dual responsibil-
ities of raising a family and meeting the demands of a full-time job.

Last September, thousands of women from around the globe met to discuss
these issues at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in
Beijing, China, and to develop a Platform for Action. The resulting docu-
ment represents a powerful consensus on the need to advance women’s sta-
tus by improving access to education, health care, jobs, and credit. It de-
scribes the fundamental desire of all women to enjoy basic legal and
human rights and to take part in political life. Only through our commit-
ment to these principles can we forever end discrimination and injustice
based on gender, promote women’s full participation in all aspects of
American life, and join people everywhere who seek true equality.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 1996, as
Women’s History Month. I call upon Government officials, educators, and
all Americans to observe this month with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities; to remember year-round the many important con-
tributions that women make to our country each day; and to learn and
share information about women’s history in homes, classrooms, and com-
munity centers across the Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamation 6873 of March 22, 1996

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

While Hellenic literature, art, architecture, and philosophy have pro-
foundly influenced western civilization for over 2,000 years, democracy re-
mains the most precious gift to our world from the Greeks of ancient times.
This manner of government, placing authority directly into the hands of the
people, has long fulfilled the needs and aspirations of freedom-loving na-
tions around the world. Our founders chose to adopt the democratic system
when declaring America’s liberty, just as the Greek Constitution enshrines
democracy as the governing rule of the Hellenic Republic.

It is one of history’s great ironies that Greece, the birthplace of democracy,
was subject for centuries to foreign domination, culminating in almost four
hundred years of political suppression by the Ottoman Empire. The Greeks’
age-old love of liberty remained strong, however, and in 1821, Greece
began its successful struggle for self-determination.

Today, as we commemorate the one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary
of Greek independence, the citizens of Greece and the United States re-
member that with democracy come great responsibilities—to seek peaceful
solutions to civil differences, to foster freedom and human rights in all na-
tions, and to ensure that our laws continue to build upon our strong demo-
cratic foundation.

Standing shoulder to shoulder, Americans and Greeks fought for these prin-
ciples on the battlefields of World War II and through the dark days of the
Cold War. Today, while we celebrate Greek independence, we also remem-
ber all those around the world who still endure oppression and are denied
economic, social, or political freedom. In recent years we have seen many
nations break the bonds of tyranny, and we must continue to support oth-
ers who seek to embrace democracy’s promise. In doing so, we look for-
ward to a day when people everywhere enjoy the rights and liberties that
Greeks and Americans are so proud to share.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1996, as
Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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